
CRIMINOLOGY
   and 
FORENSIC SCIENCE

What career for me?
If you know, or have an idea about what work sector you 
want a career in, then I suggest doing a bit of research 
about what subjects, qualiý cations and work experience 
you will need to be successful. If you’re not sure what 
you want to do ï thatôs ý ne! Just choose subjects 
that you enjoy and youôre likely to end up in a career 
you enjoy! Thereôs lots of help and advice available 
on choosing your options; talk to your teachers and 
careers staff at school, check out information from 
Connexions, do some research and visit colleges you 
might be interested in attending, chat about it with family 
and friends and, of course, don’t forget to check out the 
SUSSED website www.newhamsussed.co.uk.

Ngoni Chiligo

Choosing your future options is an important 
decision and can be a daunting task! What subjects 
do you want to do? What career would I like in the 
future? Ngoni Chiligo has been through the process 
and is now studying Criminology and Forensic 
Science at UEL. She tells us the importance of 
following your interests and making use of the advice 
out there to help you with your decision.

n Choosing A-levels (Level 3 
options) – Seeking Advice
When it came to choosing my A levels, everyone, especially my 
Mum stressed to me that it was important to choose something 
that I enjoyed & could see myself doing as a career. I have always 
loved reading crime novels and watching criminal investigation 
programmes. I especially enjoyed the ones that would look deeply 
into why the person committed the crime & how they found the 
suspect. In turn, I knew I wanted to work within the Criminology 
ý eld, which is the study of crime, criminals and corrections, 
although I didn’t know exactly what job I wanted to do. I spoke 
to the careers advisers at school, looked at the info Connexions 
offered and visited the sixth form college that I wanted to apply to. 
Based on my interests and future career aspirations the choices 
that were recommended to me were Law and Psychology. I also 
chose English Language because I enjoyed the subject as well.

n From A-levels to a Degree
When it came to choosing my degree, again I spoke to a lot of 
people, family, friends and career advisors. I was thinking that 
maybe I should do law and because I am very interested in how 
and why people commit crime, someone suggested being a 
lawyer or solicitor. I then had this image of me, in a courtroom, 
standing in front of a judge arguing a case. While I quite like 
the idea of doing this, I knew that this would not be ideal, as I 

wanted to be more involved in the investigation side of the case. 
Someone suggested doing a Criminology degree. I contacted 
one of the Universities and spoke to the department leader. I 
explained why I was interested in the subject and we talked about 
what I like and wanted to do and she coný rmed to me that the 
Criminology degree seems like an ideal choice for me to pursue. 
At this point, I knew that I wanted to work in the ý eld but in what 
aspect exactly ï Probation Ofý cers? Or the Police? I wasnôt sure. 
I was reassured that this was not essential at the time because 
whilst at University you learn a range of skills that are admired 
by employers, you are exposed to a lot, especially about different 
careers & that I was sure to ý nd something that interested me. It 
turned out that she was right.

n Working in the fraud squad!
It was stressed to me that having a degree or any qualiý cations 
provides a strong step on to the career ladder, but good work 
experience or work related learning within your chosen ý eld helps 
a great deal. It also can give you insight into whether or not a 
career in that ý eld is suited for you before you have invested a lot 
of your time and effort.

In order to gain some experience in my chosen ý eld, I 
successfully applied to the Newham – UEL summer internship 
programme, (contact your Aim Higher co-ordinator at school for 
more info about the range of work experience opportunities on 
offer). I am currently on a work placement in the Fraud Section 
of Newham Council – I like to call them the Fraud Squad! They 
investigate people who are committing fraud against the council. 
This can often range from, but is not limited to, people fraudulently 
claiming beneý ts, people using counterfeit or forged documents 
and employee fraud. My placement includes assisting the team 
in their investigations. This can range from helping them with 
audit trails, corresponding with other local authorities, external or 
internal agencies and evidence gathering. It goes without saying 
that I have been enjoying my placement and I am getting to see 
ý rst hand how criminal investigations work.

 


