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It may seem a
long way off, but

if you're thinking
of going to college
at sixteen, the
decisions you
make in Year 9 will
be crucial. Your
choices and your
GCSE results will
affect the pathway
you follow in the
coming years.

Former Eastlea student,

and what it was like
to move from secondary school
to sixth form. Dazie is studying
AS-levels in Psychology, World
Development, Digital Media,
Biology and PE at NewVIc.

‘Initially | wanted to go to a college
outside Newham borough. | live
locally and | thought it might be a
good idea to see something new.
However, one day, an ex-NewVIc
student came to visit my school. She
had been in the same position as me.
She told me a bit about NewVIc and
all the positive experiences she had
gained from the college. This made
me curious so | decided to go to the
NewVIc open day and taster day.’

On the doorstep

‘Afterwards, my mind was made up!

| thought “Why go somewhere else
when | know | can get a really good
education right here?” Not only
were the media, sports hall and gym
facilities excellent, but also the exam
results for the subjects | wanted to
do were really good. Plus many other
colleges do not do the subjects |
wanted to study.’

First day nerves

‘Before | started at NewVIc | already
knew a handful of people, but the
yrst day in college was still nerve-
wracking. Despite the nervousness in
the beginning, it all went well, though,
and | settled in yne. On the yrst day,
only new students are in college

and you spend the whole day with
your tutor group. | thought this was
comforting as it gives you a chance
to ask questions, get used to the
environment and get to know a few
friends while the college is quiet.’

What next?

‘In the future, | want to become a
Sports Psychologist. | had a talk with
the careers ofycer and she advised
me to study Psychology, PE and
Biology. After college, | will have to
do a Psychology degree and then a
Sports and Exercise course. | know |
have quite a few years of studying in
front of me, but it doesn’t put me off
as I’'m determined to follow my dream
and become a Sports Psychologist.
Reaching my goals is easier with the
help of NewVIc teachers, who are all
very good and supportive. They see
students’ potential and always push
you so that you will achieve and don’t
get sidetracked.’

Beyond the classroom
‘At the moment | take part in athletics
and play netball. | also use the gym
once a week when it is the ‘women
only’ session. One of the good things
about NewVIc is that every day is
different. It's a fun challenge because
you always wake up in the morning
thinking “What is going to happen
today?’”
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It may seem too early to be thinking about
college, but the decisions you make now can
affect the rest of your career. You need to look
ahead and ask yourself...

Which A-level subjects?

Before you choose your GCSE options, you should look

at the requirements for different A-levels you might be
interested in. For example, if you wish to study sciences at
A-level, you will need C grades in Science and Maths at
GCSE. If you wish to study languages, you will need to
achieve a C grade at GCSE in your chosen language.

Which university subject?

Although university is a few years away, you may also

need to consider this when choosing GCSEs and A-levels.
For example, Dazie wants to be a sports psychologist and
therefore needs A-levels in Psychology, PE and Biology. But
to take Biology A-level, she had to do well in Science and
Maths at school. It is particularly important to consider this
with the more competitive subjects like Medicine and Law.

Medicine

Medicine is one of the most competitive university subjects.
If you want to be a doctor or a dentist, you will need high
grades at GCSE — particularly in science subjects and
Maths. You will then need to achieve top grades in A-levels,
including Biology and Chemistry at college.

Law

Law is currently the most popular university subject. If you
want to study Law, you may not need speciyc A-levels, but
law schools tend to consider traditional academic A-levels
to be more favourable (such as English Language, Maths,
the sciences and History). If in doubt, speak to your careers
adviser.

Many university courses do not have speciyc subject
requirements, but if you have a particular course or
university in mind, you should check by looking at their
website or prospectus. Their A-level requirements might
affect your GCSE choices.

To ynd out more about NewVicis éoutstandingi rating in the inspection, the
College’s excellent exam results and the subjects you can study, visit

www.newvic.ac.uk
or call 020 7473 4110 and ask for a prospectus
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